kk 


Saying goodbye 
to our special boy 
VARIETY 


SATURDAY 
November 4, 2017 


PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS 
Edina, Minnetonka, Elk River win 
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TOP NEWS 
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TIME TO 
TURN YOUR 
CLOCK BACK 


Grab an extra hour 
of sleep Sunday 
morning... just 
don’t forget to 
reset your clocks. 


Trump calls 
for probe 
President wants 
Justice Depart- 
ment, FBI to inves- 
tigate Dems. A4 


U.S. hits ISIS 
in Somalia 

Two drone strikes 
kill several ter- 
rorists in first U.S. 
bombing there. A4 


What tax deal 
means to you 
From student 
loans to 401(k) 
plans, what GOP 
tax deal means. A3 


U.S. employers 
boost hiring 
The jobless rate 
drops to 4.1 per- 
cent in the wake of 
a post-Hurricane 
hiring rush. D1 


LOCAL NEWS 


Mille Lacs gets 
winter present 
Starting Dec. 1, 
anglers can keep 
some walleyes. B1 


License tabs 
in slow lane 
Computer glitches 
continue to tor- 
ment Minneso- 
tans trying to reg- 
ister vehicles. B1 


SPORTS 


Gophers stop 
Michigan State 
Brent Gates Jr. 

put the Uin front 
2-0 with late 2nd 
period goal. C3 


Another Barber 
coming up big 
U linebacker con- 
tinues the family 
tradition. C1 


BUSINESS 

IBM to sell 
Rochester land 
The company 
wants to subdivide 
its 500-acre 
campus. D1 
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Barnard enters 
Radio Hall 
Twin Cities radio 
giant pulls no 
punches at induc- 
tion ceremony. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 

Bowe Bergdahl, 
who left his post in 
Afghanistan, will 
be dishonorably 
discharged but 
serve no time. A2 
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Alexa! Order that 
TV from Best Buy 
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43° ÊB 40° 
Fresh coat of snow; 
rain-snow mix Sun. B6 


Tax hikes take a back seat 


Minneapolis, St. Paul mayoral races focusing elsewhere. 


By ADAM BELZ and JESSIE VAN 
BERKEL ° Star Tribune staff 


That bread-and-butter 
promise of municipal politi- 
cians — to hold down property 
taxes — has largely been absent 
from the mayoral races in Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul. 

St. Paul faces an unprec- 
edented 24 percent levy 
increase in 2018, but the may- 
oral race has centered on parks 
and recreation, police-com- 


munity relations, job growth 
and the future of the former 
Ford assembly plant site. Min- 
neapolis faces a 5.5 percent 
levy increase, but candidates 
for mayor have focused on 
policing, racial inequality and 
affordable housing. Property 
taxes have barely come up. 

“It should have come up 
more frequently, but it didn’t, 
in forum after forum with the 
various candidates,” said Joe 
Spartz, president ofthe Greater 


St. Paul Building Owners and 
Managers Association. “The 
pitchforks aren’t out. I think 
when people start getting their 
real bills then there’s going to 
be more people grousing.” 
The mayor, with council 
approval, sets the property tax 
levy — the amount of money 
collected overall — and the 
county sets the rates to reach 
that amount. City taxes make 
up less than half ofahomeown- 
er’s tax bill, with the school dis- 


24% 5.5% 
Levyincrease Levyincrease 
facing St. Paul ahead for 

in 2018 Minneapolis 


trict, county taxes and special 
taxing districts accounting for 
the other chunk. 

Tax collection has grown, on 
average, by 3.2 percent annually 
in Minneapolis over the past 
four years, but that hasn’t always 
meant higher bills. The city 
has issued more than $1 billion 

See TAXES on A5> 


By providing the island, “people can use and access the river 
in ways they cant today.” Mpls. Park Superintendent Jayne Miller 


Now vacant, this area will be dredged to bring back Hall's Island and add recreation space as part of an $8M parks project. 


BRINGING BACK A LOST 
ISLAND ON THE MISSISSIPPI 


Story By FAIZA MAHAMUD ° Photo by JEFF WHEELER ° Star Tribune staff 


Workers will soon bring back a lost 
island in the Mississippi River in north- 
east Minneapolis, creating a new desti- 
nation for paddlers and wildlife watch- 
ers near the Plymouth Avenue bridge. 

Construction of the 3.3-acre site, 
which begins this month, will restore 
a channel between the mainland and 
what used to be Hall’s Island, an area 
that Scherer Bros. filled in decades ago 
to expand its mill operations. 

Crews will also expand the shoreline 
into the river and replace contaminants 
with clean fill and soil to build habitat 
for migrating birds and other animals. 
The Park Board will plant grass, trees 
and shrubs on the island in the spring. 


“Having a natural habitat helps to 
keep the river clean, and by providing 
the island, we would now have a chan- 
nel by which people can use and access 
the river in ways they can’t today,” Park 
Superintendent Jayne Miller said. 

The $8 million project will also cre- 
ate a gravel beach on the mainland for 
launching kayaks and canoes. 

The island will be off-limits to visi- 
tors until a second phase, when a board- 
walk, two footbridges from the island to 
the mainland, and a third one to Boom 
Island Park are built. Future phases call 
for a park pavilion, gathering space and 
canoe and kayak storage and rental. 

See ISLAND on A8 > 


Planned private development 


on leased parkland 
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Sources: maps4news.com HERE; 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 


Climate report contradicts Trump’s policies 


WASHINGTON - Directly contra- 
dicting much of the Trump adminis- 
tration’s position on climate change, 
13 federal agencies unveiled an 
exhaustive scientific report Friday 
that says humans are the dominant 
cause of the global temperature rise 
that has created the warmest period 
in the history of civilization. 

Over the past 115 years, global aver- 
age temperatures have increased 1.8 
degrees, leading to record-breaking 
weather events and temperature 
extremes, the report says. The global, 
long-term warming trend is “unambig- 
uous,” it says, and there is “no convinc- 
ing alternative explanation” that any- 
thing other than humans — the cars 
we drive, the power plants we operate, 


Global, long-term warming 
trend is “unambiguous.” 


By LISA FRIEDMAN « New York Times 


Associated Press 


the forests we destroy — are to blame. 

The report was approved for release 
by the White House, but the findings 
come as the Trump administration 
is defending its climate change poli- 
cies. The United Nations convenes 
its annual climate change conference 
next week in Bonn, Germany, and the 
U.S. delegation is expected to face 
harsh criticism over President Donald 
Trump’s decision to walk away from 
the 195-nation Paris climate accord 
and top administration officials’ stated 
doubts about the causes and impacts 
of a warming planet. 

“This reporthas some very powerful, 
hard-hitting statements that are totally 
at odds with senior administration folks 

See CLIMATE on A8 > 


Weber 
ensnared 
in Russia 


inquiry 
Congressman turned 


superlobbyist finds 
himself under scrutiny. 


By JENNIFER BROOKS 
jennifer.brooks@startribune.com 


WASHINGTON - The same 
deep political ties that made 
former Minnesota congress- 
man Vin Weber such an effec- 
tive lobbyist were the ones 
that entangled him in the 
ongoing Russia probe. 

Former House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich was a close friend and 
political ally. Current House 
Speaker Paul Ryan interned 
at the conservative think 
tank Weber cofounded. And 
when D.C. power broker Paul 
Manafort went looking for a 
firm to represent his Ukrainian 
client’s interests, he turned to 
superlobbyist Vin Weber. 

Now Manafort is under 
indictment and Weber, a 
Republican who represented 
Minnesota in Congress from 
1981 to 1993, is under grand 
jury scrutiny. 

News that Weber had been 
caught up in special coun- 
sel Robert Mueller’s probe 
of Russian influence in U.S. 
politics has been hard to rec- 
oncile for friends who know 
him as thoughtful, honest and 
smart enough to abide by for- 
eign lobbying rules. 

“Pm just kind of reading 
these stories. At this point Pm 
not sure what’s there, what’s 
not there,” said former U.S. 

See WEBER on A5> 


Vin Weber, a 
former Min- 
nesota Repub- 
lican congress- 
man, is facing 
scrutiny in D.C. 


Trash firms 


reach deal 
in St. Paul 


Organized collection would 
assign routes to 15 haulers. 


By JESSIE VAN BERKEL 
jessievanberkel@startribune.com 


For decades, St. Paul resi- 
dents have had to hire their 
own trash company and shop 
around for the best deal — 
but that is likely to change 
by October 2018. 

After more than a year of 
negotiations, the 15 trash com- 
panies operating in St. Paul 
reached a contract agreement 
this week with city staffto cre- 
ate a coordinated trash collec- 
tion system. The City Council 
still needs to sign off on the 
deal, which it is scheduled to 
consider next week. 

“It’s going to be a big 
change. We’ve had the open 
hauling system since the ’70s 
in St. Paul,” Environmental 
Policy Director Anne Hunt 
said, but added, “We’re work- 
ing with the same 15 existing 
haulers who are familiar with 
our streets and our alleys.” 

Residents sent city officials 
more than 2,000 comments on 
trash collection when the city 
started considering the orga- 
nized system last year. Many 
residents wanted existing 

See TRASH on A5 > 
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